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eak T is impoffible to debafe the Dignity cf human committing Theft, by alledging, That he could 
uld Nature more, than to remove from it its free not help it, being compell’d by a tatal Neceflity 
[he Principle of Activity, and to range it among to fteal ; the Philofopher reply’d, And by the 
iit | Animals deititute of Choice. The Imagination fame Neceffity I am conftrain’d to fee thee pu- 
tore cannot form a more abfurd and chimerical Con-  nifh’d. Thno they afferted Neceflicy and Liberty 
j ception than that of an intelligent neceffary Agents in the fame Agent: And therefore the Difciples of 
> in for a rational Faculty and a refiftiefs Impulfe to Mr. Hobbs fhould not afcribe to thetr Matter the 
rere | aét, are inconfiftent Ideas, and deftructive of each Honour of this ingenious lnayention, voluntary 
isa | other. Yet fome Philofophers have been fo inju-  Neceffity. 
n to rious to their own Species, as to rob them of their Tho’ fome of thefe Learned Men maintain the 
But Liberty of Will, and fetter them in a fatal Deter- Liberty of the Wil!, yet, when they defcribe it, 
new mina ion to act This and no other way. ‘Towhat they explain it away, while they tell us, thata 
gain Purpofe is Man endow’d with intellectual nae voluntary is only a {pontaneous Power of Motion: 
the cities to difcern and judge of the Goodnefs of an But that Idea fignifies nothing more than an inhe- 
End, and deliberate on the Fitnefs of Means to — rent Principle of Motion, free from the violent 
do? procure it, 1f afier all he has no Power to deter-  Impulfe of any foreign Caufes. Thus the Sun, 
tam mine himfclf to the Election of either ? that runs his Courfe, and warms and illuminates 
lam | Fate, in the Opinion of the Srok 1s nothing the Air, Rivers that flow, and all material Beings, 
g to elfe but a dependent Concatenation ot Caulés and that by an innate Spring gravitate to their Center, 
“was Effects thro’ the whole Spaere.of Nature’s Activity, may be allow’d to be voluntary, that is, {ponta- 
Sifter whence all Beings were produc’d, and all Events ncous Agents ; tho’ they defign no End, have no 
ight) brought about by inevitable Neceflity. And this Choice of Means, nor can ‘ike arbitrary Caufes 
1 the Fate they affirm’d controul’d not only the inferior move and fufpend their Motion at Pieafure. 
rerc- | Deities, but Jupiter himfelf, whom they acknow- Tho’ this Explanation of Freedom of Choice 
lyen- ledg’d as the principal Moderator of the Worid. implies an mward Principle of Activity, yet if it 
more | But no Opinion more abfurd or ridiculous ever be examin’d, it will be found inconfiftent with it 
vould = | enterd into the Head of a dreaming Pnhilofo-  {elf, and repugnant to the Nature even of {pon- 
Inte- | pher: If Fate 1s a fubfantial Being, it muit be taneous Movers. They attrm, ‘That the corporeal 
unnery | equal in Duration, and fuperior in Power to their Ideas of outward Obieéts which a& upon the Or- 
Yd-as | eternal fupreme Deity, and jv it muft be the firlt gans of the Senfes, by their refiftlets Impulfe give 
much | felfexiftent Gop: But it.it be only a Quality not fuch Motions to the Animal Spirits, as determine 
inherent in anv Subicct, or 2 meer Relation be- us to ail our AGtions. While the Images of Things 
tween Canfes and BGeQs, it isimpoffible it fhould — without affect the Eye, Odours the Smell, and the 
have any Exifteace buc in the Imagination of thefe Waves of agitated Air break upon the Ear, the 
ly Sag SF 5 ete . : . Soul is necefutated, jay th "y, to move the Body, 
But while they maintz.n’d with Zeal this Do- as determir’d by thefe Impreffions made upon the 
Grine, thev commonly neid the Freedom of the Senfes. To illuftrate their Meaning : Suppole by 
—— Wil, and allow’d that « \o rons are voluntary. fome more than human Art a Watch were made of 
Vhus when (4e20’s Servant excus’d hinfe.f for fuch fine Sprines and minute Movements, encas’d 
where ° h S ) 
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in fuch tranfparent Glajs, that the Sun-beams, 
which confit of corporeal Particles acting upon 
them, might have Force enough to fet them in 
Motion, this would be fuch another mechanical 
Piece as Man mutt be according to the Explication 
which thefe. fog wig give of Free Will. 
Whence it appears, that by their own DoStrine 
Man is not fo much as a {pontaneous Agent, that 
exerts his: Motions from an inward Principle, but 
aéts as he is acted upon, and impell’d by a Mover 
without himfelf. Ali the Honour this Hypothefis 
will confer upon him, is to make him an intelli- 

ent Engine, or a curious /u:omaton which has no 

bility to begin his Motions, but is firft moy’d by 
external Images form’d of fubtile Matter, yet 
as much compulfive,- tho’ not fo bulky, as the 
Weights of a Clock. : - Are 

But -if this were true, that Man has no other 
Pawer of Operation,. he ought not to be applauded 
or reproach’d either for his good or bad Aétions. 
Ita Clock goes regularly, we never commend it 
for its Vertue ; wor if its Motions are diforderly, 
do we ever charge it with moral Guilt, or the 1n- 
herent Turpitude of its Movements. 

To expofe the Unreafonablenefs of the Mag1- 
ftrate’s Proceedings againit a Criminal, upon this 
Suppofition, that no Man atts but as he 1s acted 
upon, and fet in Motion by outward Objects that 
rufh thro’ the Senfes into the Brain, and compel 
the Soul This or That way to exert her Powers 5 
Dr. Eachard, who argues with great Strength a- 
gainft Mr. Hobbs, while he entertains the Reader 
with Mirth and Raillery, ex} reffes himfelf to this 
Effect : If a Man cannot aét according to his own 
Mind; but as external fecondary Caufes that flock 
about him have a Mind he fhou'd, he is unrigh- 
teoufly pumifh’d for doing what it was not poifible 
for him to avoid. For Inflance: Guppofe a Man 
enters into an empty Parlor, and fees a Wateh lie 
in the Window, the Horologe prefently with a 
{mart Stroke aéts upon the Eye, the Animal Spi- 
rits, that are doing Duty there, are beaten back, 
and recoil to the Brain, then touch’d by this fud- 
den Motion, down goes the Cartefian Trigger, off 
goes the Man at the Watch, up goes the Watch 
into his Pocket, and then muft the innocent Cri- 
minal be executed for having Eyes, Hands and a 
Pocket ; and ’tis indeed hard that fuch a guiltlefs 
Machine fhould make fo deplorable an End. Had 
not the Soul an inherent Power of Self-determina- 
tion, it would be impoflible, as the Writer before- 
mention’d has obferv'’d, for any Man to play at the 
Game call’d FEvex and Odd, fince in that Cafe no 
corporeal invifible Caufes can impart a decifive Im- 
pulfe to the Animal Spirits. Suppofe Even ftarts 
up firft.in his Thoughts, immediately Odd prefents 
it felf altogether as amiable: No Arguments can 
be brought on the Side of Even, but as many of 
i Force may be urg’d in the Favour of Odd ; 
whence it will follow, that the Mind not difcerning 
any Reafon to prefer one Rival to the other, mutt 
fulpend its Determination ; and while the Scale 
goes down on neither Side, the Will muft continue 
balane’d, like a Needle between two Loadftones of 
a Attraétion, and can never move to either 
zonipetitor. 

The great Difficulty that has puzzled learned 
Men on this Subject is this, that the divine Fore- 
knowledge of contingent Effeéts feems inconfiftent 


with the Free Will of the Agent. It muft be 


| aieig the fupreme Being knows all future 
“vents, and how rational Caufes endow’d with 
Liberty will determine themfelves to aét: But 
tho’ he certainly foreknows their Actions, he 
certainly foreknows they will freely a¢t. Should 
it be fuppos’d, that the fupreme Caufe could be 
ignorant of any future Events, this Abfurdit 
would follow, thata Being poffefs’d of all poflible 
Perfection receives every Hour an Augmentation of 
Knowledge, and therefore that he is now more per- 
feét and happy than he was a thoufand Years ago, 
and that he will be much more fo a thoufand Years 
hence. ; 

To facilitate our Conceptions of the Divine Pre- 
{cience of contingent Events, we fhould refleét, 
that the Fore-knowledge how any intelligent Be- 
ing will determine him{elf to a&, does not in the 
leait compel or neceffitate that free Caufe to exert 
his A@tions; who does not therefore a&, becaufe 
his AGtion 1s foreknown, but his A&tion is fore- 
known becaufe he determines himfelf fo to a@. 

We may likewife confider that we our felves al- 
moft certainly fore-know how the Wills of Men of 
fuch Inclinations, and in fuch Circumftances, will 
determine themfelves. If an immoderate Lover of 
Wine goes to an Affembly of loofe Companions, 
or a Glutton to a Feaft, without a Spirit 
of Prophecy we may know that thefe Perfons will 
be intemperate. If a rich Libertine makes his Ad- 
dreffes to a mercenary Woman of Pleafure 5 tis not 
difficult to forefce ‘fhe wall yield to the Tempta- 
tion. “Tis eafie to foretel that an indulgent Fa- 
ther will fhew Marks of Affe&tion and Kindnefs to 
an obedient Child; or that a vertuous Wife, when 
fhe makes a reafonable Requeit to an affectionate 
Husband, will not be deny’d ; and a thoufand fuch 
Inftances might be nam’d. Now let it be confi- 
der’d, that our omnifcient Author penetrates the 
inmoft Recefies uf our Hearts, and knows all the 
Springs and Movements of our Souls 5 that he is 
ee with the Degree and Strength 
of our Vertue, and what Refiftance it can make, 
and with the Nature of our predominant Paffions 
and Appetites, and with what Force they can influ- 
ence the Will; that he foreknows what Circum- 
{tances we fhal! always be in, and in what Seafons 
we fhall be moft expos’d to Temptations, and in 
what Hours we fhall be more or lefs able to refift 
them, and therefore may forefee which way the 
Will fhall be determin’d. 

Another Obfervation to eafe our Conceptions, 
which tho’ more fpeculative and abftrufe, is how- 
ever folid, is this : As the fupreme Caufe, as 
all confefs, by perpetual Communications of his 
Power upholds his Creatures in Being, fo by-a 
conftant Concurrence of Energy he enables them 
to exert all their Operations. Should any created 
Being be allow’d to be independent in any one of 
his Aé€tions, 1t would follow that for the fame Rea- 
fon he might be independent in all, which is 
to afcribe to him divine Perfe&tion. Since then 
the firft Being muft be confcious in himfelf what 
Power he will hereafter communicate to a free 
Agent, to affift him in all his Aétions, he muft 
foreknow what thofe AGions will be, to the Pro- 
duction of which he has decreed to afford his Con- 
currence ; and by this it is evident he muft forefee 
to what A&tions a free Agent will be determin’d, 
fince they cannot be perform’d without his Aid, 
which he muft foreknow 2s he knows his own Will. 
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